Kimberley Highlights 2: Aug-Sept 2013

Section 3: The Cockburn Range

Day 1. We were up early and
headed off about 7 for the driveto
Emma Gorge where the helicopter
was waiting for us. It took three
flightsto get us all in.

We left our packs in a shady spot
and headed downstream with our
lunch in search of one of the

Cockburn art sites.
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“ i Eventhislatein the year, thereis plenty of
E; water in the Cockburn gorges. We stopped

_* for aswim at the first big pool, then pushed
~jon further. There was one spot whree we had
. no choice but to wade, but, for the most part,
" if you wanted to keep your feet dry, it was

~ possible but somewhat challenging in places.
Eventually we reached the small side creek
with the paintings. There are quite a number
- there, but only afew are in good condition.

~We had lunch near the art, then headed back
to our packs. By the time we got back it was
fairly late so the nearby rock ledges and pool were irresistible as a campsite.

Day 2. Up just after 5 (it gets
light very early in the east
Kimberley) and moving by 7. We
stopped at the base of a creek
coming in from the east. At first |
thought it was the one I’d walked
up in 2011, but this one kept
going and going. If I’d known
what it would be like, I’d have
taken a daypack and water. Some of us got all the way to the top and had some magnificent views
back down from where we’d come and up to where we’d be going. The views from the edge were
second to none I’ve found in the range.

The panorama above doesn’t do it justice. We may take lunch on a future trip so we can explore this
area properly.



Bl Once we got back to the main valey, we
& moved on a short distance to acampsite

near the pool shown at far left. We
dropped our packs and headed up a side gorge. As the middle photo above shows, it waswall to
wall water so we had to swim through as shown at right. It was only a short distance. With small
daypacks, it wasn’t hard.

Day 3. We left our tents set up and headed off to explore
another one of the high gorges. The climb

up and down was steep and strenuous as shown in the

: photo above |eft, but once on top, arecent fire had made
the going exceptionally easy. We dropped down into a

3 high gorge where we found a huge pool for aswim. Near
1 the pool was the art site shown at left. We were back in

' camp by about 3 pm.

Day 4. We left about 7, walked into the start of the next gorge, dropped packs and headed up the
western gorge which we’d seen from above the day before. The gorge ends at a cliff with a trickling
waterfall and K it T

ahuge rock 3
shelter, so
shady that
everyone
thought it
was too cold
to stay infor
very long.




After along break at the pool, we
walked back, grabbed our packs
and headed up the gorge to the
swim spot. By staying mainly on
the right side, it was possible to
wade the entire distance, possible
but easier to swim.

We had lunch on the upstream

side of our swim/wade, then climbed up to one of the two most

spectacular campsites of the trip, beautiful flat rock ledges above a small waterfall. No photo can do
it justice.
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Day 5. Most of us decided to go explorea
small cave at the head of the valley. The others
decided to have amore leisurely walk and
began the steep climb to the top. The photo at
far right shows the entrance to the cave and just
how deep the gorge is at this point. The nearer
photo isinside the cave looking out toward the
entry.
The climb up to the next level above our
campsite was steep but straightforward. Once
on top, it was relatively flat until we got to a
small side creek where adry waterfall led down
into the gorge
below. Timefor
alesurely lunch and a swim or two.




But, before lunch, four of us headed
downstream to explore the narrow part of the
gorge above the cave we’d visited early that
morning. First came awade, then we had to
climb down underneath a huge fallen tree, then
a scramble over the rock where 1’d stopped the
last time. Paul managed it on his own so he
could help us. We kept going until we got to a
point where dropping in would have resulted in
an impossible return. The two photos at right
should give you an idea of the challenges we
faced.

The walk to the campsite was straightforward, back up where we’d come down, then along some
flat ledges to where the gorge floor rose up to meet us. Nearby was a large Aborigina art site.

Day 6. We got our earliest start — 6:40 am. We followed the creek upstream for about a kilometre,
climbed aridge, crossed a plateau and dropped down to the gorge above Emma Gorge. Everywhere
we went we got great views.

Left to right above: looking back toward where we’d come from at the top of the first climb;
looking down toward Emma Creek; Emma Creek campsite, two falls above the one that drops into
Emma Gorge.

Day 7. Once again we left at 6:40. We had a stop to look at the view at a side creek, then continued
on and came down the next little gully beyond the waterfall one. It took us only two hours to get
down — we were there at 8:40. We dropped packs and went up to the lower falls at Emma Gorge for
afina swim before heading back to Kununurra.

Photos, l€eft to right:
side creek view
stop; happy
campers, Emma
Gorge main pool.




It’s worth noting that EI Questro had a prOJect designed to keep the cane toads out of Emma Gorge.
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Final note. This report describes the walk we did in 2014. Every trip is different. While we follow
the same basic route, we may use different campsites depending on the conditions at the time as
well as on the fitness and interests of those taking part.



