Where to send your letters and emails

The Director
Environmental Protection Authority
Level 8 The Atrium
168 St Georges Terrace
PERTH WA 6000
Email: info.epa@dwer.wa.gov.au
Hon Stephen N Dawson MLC

Minister for the Environment

12th Floor, Dumas House
2 Havelock Street
WEST PERTH WA 6005 
Email: Minister.Dawson@dpc.wa.gov.au
Alan Joyce, CEO Qantas

10 Bourke Road, 

Mascot NSW 2020
Email: alanjoyce@qantas.com.au
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Possible Subject Lines

Fires in the Kimberley

Carbon Offset Burning Increases Carbon Emissions
Deliberate environmental destrustion

..... There are many others

Some of the suggested bits for the WA officials could go with the Qantas comments and vice versa.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Cut and paste paragraphs -- for WA Officials
Dear Sir /Madam,
I wish to draw your attention to the increased aerial incendiary burning now taking place in the Kimberley and request that you take action to have this practice reduced substantially.  Millions of hectares of country are now being destroyed every year by this burning.
In 2006, the EPA under the directorship of Dr W. Cox, - undertook a survey of burning practices up here, concluding – as people were telling you – that there was indeed too much burning taking place. That report was tabled in Parliament in 2007.  Since then no action has been forthcoming on this report’s recommendations.
Now – with Commonwealth money for Carbon Trading being given to the Kimberley Land Council, the burning and country destroyed, has increased dramatically from 2007.
The KLC's burning is now in addition to the increased burning of DPAW and DFES. 
The North Australian Rangelands Fire Information website, http://www.firenorth.org.au/nafi3/
has fire scar maps that show recent burns as well as istorical data. Please note that these fire scars are from deliberate burning only and NOT from wildfires or campers’ fires.  Some scars are from Station burns.
Something is terribly wrong when, in an area larger than the state of Victoria, there is almost nothing that hasn't been burnt at least once in the last three years.
Much of this burning is being done in totally remote and uninhabited areas where there are no people or infrastructure to protect.  With the regularity if this burning the Kimberley Landscape is being denuded more and more each year.
Whilst all these entities sell the practice to Government as 'controlled burns' to reduce late season fires, there is nothing 'controlled' about aerial drops.  They were started in May this year and were still being carried out in July. They may still be continuing now.  
These burns have run well into the dry season and windiest time of  the year.  Incendiaries are dropped in the mornings and fires will burn for weeks at a time, destroying huge areas of country.
This practice focuses only on burning and is not taking into account the overall affect it is having on the environment.  It is also contrary to the requirements of  the Environmental Protection Act 1986, the Wildlife Conservation Act of 1950, the Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act of 1999, the Soil and Land Conservation Act of 1945, the Soil and Land Conservation Regulation of 1992 
and the Conservation and Land Management Act of 1985, which prevent pre-emptive burning and soil degradation except under strict management practices.
Could you please advise me if your Department would investigate this uncontrolled aerial burning and have the practice cease?
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Cut and paste paragraphs -- for Qantas
The Qantas website claims to be partnering the Indigenous Land owners in ‘‘reducing emissions through traditional fire management techniques’’. 

Having seen your site, I must bring to your attention the gross inaccuracy and misconception of what you claim to be 'traditional burning practices'. Dropping incendiaries from aeroplanes cannot possibly be described as a 'traditional method'. 

In the early days the indigenous people only burnt for access immediately after the wet or to drive game out into the open. Tribal groups were small and fires in small areas. These practices are well documented in the diaries of the early missionaries and German Anthropologists who lived up here with them. The present method being used is to drop incendiaries from aircraft over huge areas of country, and being taught how to do this by the Department of Parks and Wildlife. 

These drops are made as late as June or even July, which is too late in the year as the country is tinder dry and the South East winds have set in. The incendiaries are dropped in the mornings in these strong winds and burn for weeks destroying huge areas of country. There is nothing controlled about these burns, and much of the same country gets repeatedly burnt each year. I need to point out too that there is no such thing as 'wildfires' and CSIRO research verifies this. Late season fires are human started (except for lightening at the start of the wet season) and very little is done to suppress them, as in your area on the East Coast. 

These operations focus only on burning and are not taking into consideration the overall effect on the whole environment. With such loss of vegetation comes greater run off, creating larger creek and river flows and thus flooding (not bigger wet seasons!) With such quick water run off, water is no longer on the ground for long enough to soak in and replenish the aquifers, thus causing drought conditions for what trees are left. This then leads to no evaporation to create rainfall for the next wet season. 

As the understory shelter and food sources have also disappeared, so too have our fauna, insects and birdlife - except in isolated pockets. 

I obviously cannot give you all the evidence in this letter, but we would appreciate your help in changing the way your money is used. At present your money is destroying this land and creating more carbon emissions - not he other way around. 
